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The former Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio of Argentina was elected as the 266th Pope, the spiritual
Head of the Roman Catholic Church, on 13 March 2013. He is the first Pope from Latin America and
the first non- European to be elected in almost 1300 years. He is also a Jesuit and is the first member
of his Order to be elected Pope and the first member of any religious order to be elected in nearly
two centuries.

Soon after his election as Pope he took the name Francis I in honour of St. Francis of Assisi, a sym-
bol of poverty, simplicity, charity and love of nature. In one of his first statements he outlined that
the Church’s mission “ means respecting each of God’s creatures and respecting the environment in
which we live... showing loving concern for each and every person, especially children the elderly
and those in need”

Pope Francis was born in Buenos Aires, Argentina’s capital city, on December 17 1936. He got his
Masters degree in Chemistry at the University of Buenos Aires, but later decided to become a Jesuit
priest and studied at the Jesuit seminary of Villa Devoto. He studied liberal arts in Santiago, Chile and
in 1960 earned a degree in philosophy from the Catholic University of Buenos Aires. Between 1964-
65.He was a teacher of literature and psychology at Inmaculada High School in the province of Santa
Fe, and in 1966 he taught the same courses at the prestigious Colegio del Salvador, Buenos Aires.

In 1967 he returned to his theological studies and was ordained priest on 13 Dec. 1969  After his
perpetual profession as a Jesuitin1973, he became Master of novices at the Seminary of Villa Barilari
in San Miguel. Later the same year, he was elected Supetior of the Jesuit Province of Argentina.

In 1980 he returned to San Miguel as a teacher at the Jesuit school, a job rarely taken by a former
Provincial Superior. In May1992 he was appointed Auxiliary Bishop of Buenos Aires. He was one of
three auxiliaries and kept a low profile, spending most of his time caring for the Catholic University,
counseling priests and preaching and hearing confessions. In June 1997 he was named Coadjutor
Archbishop and was installed as the Archbishop of Buenos Aires on February 28 1998.

As Archbishop his style of functioning was low-key and he was very close to the people. He rode the
bus, visited the poor, lived in a simple apartment and cooked his own meals. To many in Buenos Aires
he was simply known as ‘Father Jorge’. He also created new parishes, restructured the administrative
offices, led pro-life initiatives and started new pastoral projects. He mediated in almost all the social
and political conflicts of the city, and no political or social figure missed having a private audience
with him.

While not overtly political, Pope Francis has not tried to hide the political and social impact of the
Gospel message. In fact recently ordained priests have been described as “the Bergoglio generation”.
The Pope has also written books on spirituality and meditation and has been outspoken against abor-
tion and same-sex marriage.

The hallmark simplicity of Francis I, the first Jesuit Pope, has fuelled hopes of change and renewal
not only within the church but also in the wotld around in these times of social and economic chal-
lenges.

As a mark of our respect, with humble pride we dedicate this issue of Spandana to His Holiness Pope
Francis I
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Rector’s Message

“We are what we think. All that we are, arises with our thoughts. With our thoughts  we make the world”.
Lord Buddha

The great Kannada poet laureate, was proud of the title people gave him : ‘Vishwa Maanava’
— the world citizen. The great philosopher — president, Dr. S. Radhakrishnan too used to call
himself a universal citizen. So too Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore who prayed that the world
may not be fragmented into a thousand pieces by narrowness of thinking, feeling and acting.
This universal feeling of our common bond as brothers and sisters, transcending the artificial
barriers of caste, creed, culture, colour, class, community and country is what Jesuit Education
aims at inculcating in the young minds which are formed in all our Institutions such as St Jo-
seph’s Indian Institution.

That is why I am happy that the Editorial team has chosen the theme :"The World is My Home’
for this year’s Institution magazine. It is certainly a relevant and pertinent theme for our days
when we are a witness to so much prejudice, spite, vengefulness, violence and downright op-
pression everywhere. The only way to fight against such a terrible situation is to widen our
hotizons, broaden our minds and expand our hearts to extend the boundaries of our kinship,
compassion, concern, care and commitment to infinite lengths, embracing the whole universe.

This leads me to a thought of an essential feature of our universal outlook, namely, ecological
concern. The world is indeed our home. We do not pollute or damage our own home. We re-
vere it, nurture it, keep it in good order, heal its damages. It is therefore incumbent on each one
of us to be totally committed to make this world a better place to live in for all. .. FOR ALL !...
because this world is indeed our home. No one person or section of society, caste or religion
can monopolise this earth themselves. It is a home for all of God’s creatures. Therefore, we
have to acquire and grow in kinship with all of God’s creation.

May every student of St. Joseph’s Indian Institution imbibe this spirit of universal tellowship
and ecological sensitivity.

Rev. Fr. Anil D’ Mello S J
Rector, St. Joseph’s Indian Institution



demic year 2012—13, it is with an immense sense of saUSfactlon and gratitude T look back
fuon the year gone by. While we take pride in our achievements, we have also learnt from our
| mistakes and move forward with greater determination and focus.

[ “The destiny of India is being shaped in her classrooms”, stated the Kothari Commission
ichort in 1966. The primary responsibility of any institution while preparing their students
for life, is to see that while they develop personal competence, they also internalize a social
commitment to the wider society. Instead of a rigid compartmentalized knowledge-based cur-
siculum we should adapt a more holistic view of education which aims at the development of
the faculties and powers of the whole person. This I believe has been the criteria for excellence
of our Institution.

The theme of this issue of Spandana is -  The World is Our House’, - which focuses on the
world as one single unit housing different species of life. At the UN Conference on environ-
ment, Jacques Delors said, "The world is our village: if our houses catch fire, the roofs are over
our heads and we are immediately at risk. When anyone tries to start rebuilding , such efforts
will be purely symbolic. Solidarity should be the order of the day, each one of us should bear
his/her own share of responsibility. We need a global ethics in strengthening our global inter-
dependence and solidarity”. Our students have shared their views on this important issue of
mutual respect for all forms of life.

The purpose of an Institution magazine is to document the various happenings on the campus
which we can look back with pride as well as reference for the future. I congratulate and express
my appreciation for the initiative and effort taken by the Editorial Committee in bringing out
Spandana this year.

Rev. Fr. Gilbert Saldanha S |
Pnnc1pal SJICPUC




i WELCOME
Rev. Fr. Anil D’Mello S J,
Rector St. Joseph’s Indian Institution

Rev. Fr. Anil D’Mello S] took over as Rector of St.Joseph’s Indian Institution in July 2012. Prior
to this appointment he was the Superior of the Jesuit Community at Annekal where he was also
the Director of Social Work and the Director of the rapidly upcoming Pre-University College
which is the fruit of his labour and meets the educational needs of the community around.

Rev. Fr. Anil D’Mello hails from Puthur in Mangalore and joined the Society of Jesus in the year
1988. He has a Masters Degree in Social Work from Roshini Nilaya, Mangalore. Fr. D’Mello’s
initial assignment was at Mundungod where the Jesuits have a thriving mission known as the
Loyola Vikasa Kendra which reaches out to remote tribes such as the Siddhis , Gowlis and Ku-
rubas of this area. His work at both Mundungod and Annekal reveals that he is a person with a
social heart and believes in social justice through social action. His choice of social work as his
field of study was out of personal conviction.

Nelson Mandela the South African Civil Rights leader once said, ”Vision without action is just a
dream. Action without vision just passes time. A vision with action can change the wotld”. Rev.
Fr.Anil D’Mello is a visionary and has already turned many of his dreams into reality. He has
come here with a vision, to St.Joseph’s Indian Institution and we pray to God Almighty that he
will be successful in his mission, all for the greater glory of God and for an even brighter future
for this 109 year-old Institution. We look forward to his leadership and guidance and assure
him of our total cooperation in all that he plans to do.

Rachel Mohan
Department of English









